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Mr. Gladstone therefore had no desire to receive any present
answer from Sir Charles Dilke ; but he commended the question
as one of necessity, to Sir Charles Dilke's consideration with a view
to a practical result.
Sir Charles Dilke is a man who in the future politics of this
country will perhaps play a somewhat important part. It was
therefore matter of great satisfaction to Mr. Gladstone that he
received the communication in the spirit which was to be desired.
He stated that his difficulty arose mainly out of this fact: that
whereas at the commencement of .the reign the arrangements of
the Civil List in general were founded on the recommendations of
a Committee appointed by the representative House of Parliament,
the scheme of recommendations for the Royal Children had been
designed in a Cabinet without Parliamentary examination, and
without any opportunity given of considering the plan as a whole.
Mr. Gladstone must in candour confess that he thinks there is
much force in Sir Charles Dilke's objection to the mode of action
which was chosen by Lord Palmerston's Cabinet and for which as
a member of that Cabinet Mr. Gladstone himself is responsible.
But he put it to Sir Charles Dilke, and Sir Charles Dilke
appeared to agree, that now, when successive Parliaments as well
as successive Cabinets have acted upon the scheme, and have
merely worked it out, the time for this objection has gone by.
Mr. Gladstone carefully avoided asking for any promise or
pledge from Sir Charles Dilke: who however himself showed
every disposition to reconsider his views, and spoke of the sort of
opportunities which might be open to him, before his constituents
or otherwise, for the purpose.
Mr. Gladstone feels satisfied in his own mind that the just de-
mand of the Queen as to the rule of action will be duly met.
865              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 292-3.)
BUCKINGHAM PALACE. May 9. 1882.
The Queen has not wished to write to Mr. Gladstone and make
any observations on the state of Ireland while she knew he was
still stunned & overwhelmed by the terrible blow which has
shocked all the World*
She wishes now however to express her earnest hope that he will